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Robert-Schuman-Foundation


“Quo Vadis, Cuba - Transition Scenarios at the end of the Castro era”

Joint conference of the 

Robert-Schuman-Stiftung and the Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung

on 13 and 14 May 2008 in Brussels

Committee of the Regions, Room JDE 51

Rue Belliard 101, 1040 Bruxelles

Programme

Working languages : English and Spanish

Tuesday, 13 May 2008

Arrival of participants and speakers in the morning

15.00 hrs.
Welcome 

Jaime Mayor Oreja, Vice-President of the EPP-ED Group at the European Parliament, Member of the Board of the Robert-Schuman-Stiftung

Hans-Hartwig Blomeier, Head of Department Latin-America,



Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung, International Cooperation

15.30 hrs.
Introduction:
„Perspectives for Cuba after Fidel Castro from the European and Latin-American point of view“

José Ignacio Salafranca Sánchez-Neyra MEP,
Spokesman of the EEP-ED Group in the Committee of Foreign Affairs of the European Parliament, President of the Euro-Latin American Parliamentary Assembly

Manuel Espino Barrientos, President of ODCA, Mexico
17.00 hrs.
Panel I:
„Democratic alternatives in Cuba – The role of the opposition parties.”

Andres Hernández, President of PDC-Cuba (invited)

Elmar Brok MEP, Member of the Committee for Foreign Affairs of the European Parliament (invited)

Moderation: 

Pedro Pablo Alvarez Ramos

Secretary General of the “Consejo Unitario de Trabajadores Cubanos”
Discussion

19.00 hrs.
Dinner



at the European office of the Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung
with lecture of:
José Ribeiro e Castro MEP
Member of the Committee on Development, the Subcommittee on Human Rights and of the Delegation to the ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly, Member of the International Committee for

Democracy in Cuba (ICDC)

Topic:

„Europe’s responsibility for a democratic development in Cuba“

Wednesday, 14 May 2008:
09.00 hrs.
Panel II:
“Economical scenarios for Cuba: Dirigiste State Economy, Chinese Model or Market Economy in the democratic State?“

Oscar Visiedo, Consenso Cubano, USA (invited)

European Commission – DG Development

N.N.

Moderation
Hans-Hartwig Blomeier, Head of Department Latin-America,

Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung, International Cooperation

Discussion
09.45 hrs.
Panel III:

“The role of foreign  partners during the transition process in Cuba“:

· The role of the USA:

Caleb McCarry, Transition coordinator for assistance to a Free Cuba, US State Department, USA

· The role of Latin America: 

Marcelino Miyares, Vice-President of ODCA, Mexico

· The  role of Europe:

Arnold Vaatz MP, Deputy-Chairman of the  CDU/CSU-group at the Bundestag, Germany

Boguslaw Sonik MEP, Member of the Delegation for relations with the countries of Central America, Substitute Member of the Delegation to the Euro-Latin American Parliamentary Assembly of the European Parliament



Moderation:



Frank Priess, Director

Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung, México
Discussion

11.30 hrs.
Panel IV:


Forces of Change – Initiatives of Transition:

· The attitude towards life of the Cuban Youth:

N.N., Cuba (Video- or Phone conference)

· Elena  Larrinaga

Presidente de Federación Española de Associaciones Cubanas

· „Alternative Cuba-Tourism“:

Ricardo Carreras, Presidente Solidaridad Española con Cuba, Spain

· “Con la misma moneda”:
Omar López Montenegro, Cuba/Miami

· “Raices de Esperanza” – Youth initiatives with Cuba:
Romy Portunondo, CAUSA Student Initiative, USA

Yaxys Dayan Cires, President of the Youth Organisation PDC Cuba

Moderation:

Henrik G. Ehrenberg, President KIC, Christian Democratic International Center, Head of Cabinet of Minister for Health and Social Affairs, SE

Discussion

13.00 hrs.  
Antonio López Istúriz MEP (invited)
Secretary General of the European Peoples Party(EPP),

Executive Secretary of the Centrist Democrat International (CDI)

13.15 hrs.
Video message of 

Oswaldo Payá,

Laureate of the Sacharow-Prize of the European Parliament


End of conference

Practical Information

Conference Venue

Committee of the Regions
Room JDE 51, Rue Belliard 101, 1040 Bruxelles

Accommodation

Crowne Plaza Europa Hotel Brussels

Rue de la Loi 107, 1040 Bruxelles

Tel. 0032 (0)2 230 1333 – Fax : 0032 (0)2 230 0326 – www.europahotelbrussels.com
Programme Conception
Jaime Mayor Oreja MEP

Robert-Schuman-Foundation, Member of the Board

Tel. 0032 (0)2 283 76 01 (Eduardo Lorenzo)

e-mail: jaime.mayororeja@europarl.europa.eu
Hans-Hartwig Blomeier

Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung, Berlin

Head of Department Latin-America,

Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung, International Cooperation

Tel. 0049 (0) 30 26996 3375

e-mail: Hans-Blomeier@kas.de

Frank Priess

Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung, México

Resident Representative

Tel. 0052-55-55 66 45 11 -0052-55-55 66 45 99

e-mail: frank.priess@kas.de
Ingrid A.M. Bous, Project & Event Manager

Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung, European Office, Brussels

Organisation

Ingrid A.M. Bous, Project & Event Manager

Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung, European Office, Brussels

Tel. 0032 (0)2 743 07 48 - e-mail: bous@eukas.be
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